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August 20, 2021 
 
Dear RES Families, 
 
We hope this summer brought you and your children opportunities to recharge, connect with 
loved ones and spend some time outdoors or doing the things you enjoy. It is hard to believe 
our new year will begin in less than two weeks as we reopen our doors to students on 
September 1, 2021.  
 
When we left last June we hoped that the new school year would be one free of COVID 
restrictions, quarantining and remote learning, however health and safety will need to continue 
to be our top priority. As news of the Delta variant spreads amidst rising COVID cases in the 
country and region, pause for a moment and think back to what our community was able to 
accomplish in the heart of the pandemic. We’ve all learned a lesson or two about resiliency 
beginning in March 2020 and there is no doubt that we will be able to overcome whatever this 
year has in store for us.  
 
Please take a few minutes to review the RES Opening Plan linked here and note that these 
protocols are flexible and subject to change based on community health data and updates to 
guidance we receive from the Department of Public Health and the Connecticut State 
Department of Education.  
 
COVID or no COVID, we are ready to continue our work toward fostering Academic Excellence, 
Building a Caring Community, and Cultivating Future Ready Learners. If these terms are new to 
you, we encourage you to access the ER9 vision and mission statements here, as these are the 
things that will serve as the foundation for the work we do with and for your children each day. 
This year we strive to re-engage our learners and accelerate the academic experience for all 
students.  
 
Welcome New Families 
We would like to take an opportunity to extend a warm RES welcome to all of our new students 
and families joining RES this year. Our enrollment is on the rise!  We welcome a total of 43 
students to our preschool program, 78 students into our kindergarten, and 41 newly registered 
students into Grades 1-4. Our enrollment stands at 496 students at this time. We look forward to 
working with you all, and to learning about the unique qualities you bring to the Redding 
community. We hope you find this to be a caring community committed to enriching the whole 
child because at RES, we try our best each day to Reach Every Student. 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/19WgeA0mZhv-rFw4BOZ3D3qor9R5queb5sTebez3lMXQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10G9DVI-Wu40Usn5TYL8c0URRNxEhMFgNEDkwXp5DMhI/edit?usp=sharing
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RES Handbook 
Please take some time to read through our 2021-2022 Parent Handbook, which will include a 
wealth of information about our school policies and procedures. The handbook can be accessed 
through PowerSchool and will also be available on the RES website with the rest of our Summer 
Mailing Packet.  
 
Math News - Introducing...enVision! 
This year students in kindergarten through fifth grade will experience working with a brand new 
math resource called enVision. We are excited to continue building our math program for 
students with a resource that is fully aligned with the common core standards. Additionally, 
enVision is student centered, problem based and promotes visual learning. We will have access 
to a variety of assessment tools, intervention supports and a toolbox of differentiated strategies 
and resources. As we begin the year, we will share more details with the community at Back to 
School Night and will explore additional opportunities for parent presentations, but for now, 
check out the link to get a head start on learning more about enVision Math. 
 
UPDATE: Back to School Night 
All ER9 Back to School Night events will be virtual this year. We will still plan to host this 
evening on Tuesday, September 14th and will share specific details with all of you soon.  
 

Arrival and Dismissal Procedures 
 
Please carefully review the information below related to student drop off and pick up. For those 
of you that were with us last year, our general procedures for both arrival and dismissal will 
remain the same. There are a few logistical changes highlighted in red below.  
 
AM Drop Off 
Please help get your child to school between 7:55 a.m. and 8:05 a.m. to ensure that your child 
has time to get to their classroom and be prepared for the start of the day. The car line will begin 
to form early, so you may want to head over to school prior to 7:55 a.m. Please note that if you 
have children on both ends of the building, you will need to make two stops in the morning.  
 
K, 1st and 2nd:  rear parking lot, outside of kindergarten classrooms 
3rd and 4th: front parking lot, outside of the big gym entrance 
 
We plan to reroute the car line in the back of the building for our K-2 drop off. Please 
view the RES Campus Maps to identify the appropriate route. Families will now be asked 
to keep driving down to RCC Field 3 and loop around to wait in line. We are hopeful this 
will prevent any back up in the main driveway, making it a smoother entry/exit for our 
buses each morning. 
 

https://www.reddingelementaryps.org/news/what_s_new/summer_mailing_2021-2022
https://www.reddingelementaryps.org/news/what_s_new/summer_mailing_2021-2022
https://www.savvas.com/index.cfm?locator=PS3c5r#:~:text=enVision%20is%20the%20first%20math,and%20scaffolds%20in%20every%20lesson.
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1u2rOBZyg3el32VgvT-PErkG9NgRHJbgUzIsmhB6UGe0/edit
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PM Pick Up 
We will begin dismissing students out to cars around 2:45 p.m. and this process will continue 
until 3:00 p.m. If students remain in the holding areas at 3:00 p.m., we will bring them down to 
the main office to be picked up. 
 
Last Names A-F: rear parking lot, outside of kindergarten classrooms 
Last Names G-Z: front parking lot, outside of the big gym entrance 
 
Students with last names beginning with F will now be picked up in the rear parking lot. 
Last year these students were picked up in the front parking lot. Please note this 
change.  
 
For our returning families, please track down your student number tags and car tags you used 
last year for this same process. This includes both the rearview mirror tag and the smaller tags 
that attach to your child’s backpack. 
 
For our new families, we will issue new student number tags to hang from your rearview mirror if 
you are picking your child up at the end of the day. There will be a corresponding number on 
your child’s backpack. New families will receive tags during either new family orientation or 
kindergarten/preschool orientation. If you are a new family and unable to attend one of these 
events, please call the main office and make arrangements for pick up.  
 
Click here to view the RES Campus Maps to identify our designated drop off and pick up 
locations. 
 
Summer Reading (...and don’t forget about those math facts!) 
Here’s our final plug for summer reading with your children at home. If you haven’t picked up a 
book all summer, it’s not too late! The RES and Mark Twain Library resources are linked here 
for your reference, and may we suggest a family read aloud? This, too, counts for summer 
reading and is something we would encourage throughout the year. What’s most important is 
that we continue to work together to help our children develop a desire for, and find enjoyment 
in reading. 
 
What more can I do to prepare for going back to school? 
One of the most helpful things you can do at home to support the transition back to school is to 
begin adding structure back into your daily routines. The predictability of a consistent routine is 
something most children thrive on. After all, we’ll all need to get up and get out of the house a 
little bit earlier very soon to catch the bus or hop in the car to ride over to school.  
 

OLD NEWS FROM LAST WEEK’S FAMILY MEMO 
 
Virtual Meet & Greet 
As we did last year, students in Grades 1-4 will have an opportunity to virtually meet with their 
teacher and classmates on August 31, 2021. This will be an opportunity for the teacher and 
students to begin building community and connections prior to the first day of school, and to  

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1u2rOBZyg3el32VgvT-PErkG9NgRHJbgUzIsmhB6UGe0/edit
https://sites.google.com/er9.org/res-summer-reading/home
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relieve some of those first day jitters! Grade level schedules are outlined below and classroom 
teachers will share Zoom links with families on Monday, August 30, 2021.  
 
Virtual Meet & Greet - August 31, 2021 
Grade 1   8:15 a.m.  - 8:45 a.m. 
Grade 2   8:45 a.m.  - 9:15 a.m.  
Grade 3   9:15 a.m.  - 9:45 a.m.  
Grade 4   9:45 a.m.  - 10:15 a.m. 
 
Kindergarten Bus Orientation & Preschool Meet & Greet 
Kindergarten bus orientation will take place at RES on the afternoon of August 31st. We will 
invite students and one parent into the building in two small groups. Kindergarten families are 
asked to be on the lookout for additional information to be shared soon in a separate 
communication. Our preschool will also invite students into the building on this day. More details 
will be shared by the preschool team soon. 
 
Interested in Joining the RES team? 
We have kindergarten paraprofessional and recess supervisor positions open for the 2021-2022 
school year and are welcoming applicants at this time. If you, or someone you know is 
interested in joining our team please check out our employment opportunities link here.  
 
Important Dates 
August 25th & 26th:  New Family Orientation/Tours (only new registers in Grades 1-4) 
August 26th:  PTA Kindergarten Playgroup & Meet the Principals 
August 31st:  Kindergarten Visitation/Bus Orientation 
September 1st: First Day of School for Students (Preschool dismisses at 12:30, Kindergarten 
dismisses at 1:00, grades 1-4 dismiss at 2:50) 
September 1, 2, 3, 8, 9 - Kindergarten Intake Conferences/Early Dismissal (K ONLY) 1:00 p.m. 
September 1, 2, 3 - Preschool Intake Conferences/Early Dismissal (Preschool ONLY) 12:30 p.m. 
September 6th: Labor Day - No School, Offices Closed 
September 7th: Rosh Hashanah - No School 
September 14th:  RES Open House (details to follow) 
September 16th:  Yom Kippur - No School 
October 6th:  Picture Day (Grades 1-4) 
October 7th:  Picture Day (Preschool & Kindergarten) 
 

Thank you for all that you do at home to support our work here at school. We look forward to our 
continued partnership and a productive year! 
 

Sharon Weirsman  Joe Amodio 
Interim Principal  Assistant Principal 
 

https://www.applitrack.com/er9/onlineapp/default.aspx

